
NEWS AND VIEWS..................................................
As ever at this time of the year Bill and I wish you a very merry 

Christmas and a Delightful new year, and I’m sure you’ll all join me in 
wishing Bill’s wife Annie well in 2016.

Hopefully you spotted the super picture in October’s Safety Fast (Page 
48) of D0311 going through a ford on the Lincolnshire Wolds Triple M 
Register Tour. Thanks to Bill Abbot for this shot. If you don’t get Safety Fast 
it is also on the Group’s Facebook page. 

Further afield D0342 was taken by owner Zaven Darakjian from home 
in Montreal, Canada to Vermont in the States for the British Invasion Auto 
Show on the 19/20 September last. Being the only D there we sent over 
some handouts and posters with info on the Group and D Type history. We 
also lent Zaven one of our 2 banners as can be seen in this picture! 

As in the States, in Canada, for at least historic vehicles, only a rear 
licence plate need be shown so many owners opt to put the original UK 
plate on the front as is the case with D0342. Zaven tells me this was 
the 25th Anniversary of the ‘Invasion’ show and some 630 British cars 
attended. A standard D has to be trailered such a distance and the trailer 
Zaven borrowed was specially made to carry Porsches but looked like 
something from NASA!

Chris Blood’s D0407 Salonette continues its steady progress. All the 
skinning is now finished and shouldn’t be long before the paint goes on. 
Would be good to see it at Silverstone next year! 

Much time has had to be spent in detail items, researching, then both 
sourcing and making them. We look forward to seeing the finished car!
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I was introduced to the MG Channel on YouTube only a couple of 
months ago but it has been there for some years. It has some remarkable 
footage; produced in the States the D type coverage one includes D0252 
and low and be hold the missing D0494! Also shown in another one is Gerry 
Gougen talking about some of the cars in his remarkable collection. Now 
all sold off just before Gerry’s passing quite a few years ago now. D0464 
now here with me was bought from Gerry unrestored by Jim Hodges who 
restored it to a very high standard. If you haven’t seen these videos just 
search on ‘MG Channel’ on ‘YouTube’. 

Finally some of you may have noticed that the diary page has been 
updated for 2016 on our website.

BITS AND PIECES....................................................
Has been some interest in original tools of late and I wondered if 

anyone knew what an original tool roll looked like for the D – has anyone 
got one? Also the jack and its handle – we know it was a ‘double lift’ 
one, probably ‘Shelley’, but which one and which type of handle? Any 
information gratefully received!

Many cylinder heads get skimmed over the years – does anyone know 
what the original thickness was before I start taking a layer or two off one 
of my spares? 

Another source for speedometer repairs has come from Sam Christie 
(M and J2) and he thoroughly recommends Dr Mike Flannery. His email is 
mjpflannery@hotmail.com and he has an interesting website: http://www.
magnetic-speedometer-repair.com/new-page1/. Have a look at the video 
and repair instructions on this site – most interesting!

Has anyone any spare Rotax 8” headlamp rims (only the rims)? Let me 
know if you can help. Don’t forget too to let me know any items suitable 
for D Types you have surplus to requirements. Also let me know if there is 
anything you are wanting for your rebuild.

Vincent Dransart in France (D0456) found in having the springs cleaned 
a date of ‘Jan 1932’ and the mark, presumably of the manufacturer, which 
looks like ‘R.S.G’. Does anyone know who or what it stands for?



WAR TIME LIGHTING..............................................
Much has been commemorated and relived in 2015 about the end 

of the war seventy five years ago; this being our last issue before 2016 
we thought we’d add our bit. Thanks to John Emmett (D0430) (and 
the Ford eight handbook!) we reproduce here the War-Time regulations 
together with a picture of the headlamp ‘mask’ mentioned in the first 
section. A bit of light reading (pun intended!) for you over the Christmas 
period! The Fifth-column measures and other bits are interesting too. 
Let me know if you decide to camouflage your D!

WAR-TIME REGULATIONS

Lighting Restrictions.   If you propose to drive during 
black-out hours you must have a mask fitted to one of 
your head lamps, and it is advisable to purchase one 
of the officially approved types. There are a number 
of these on the market and provided they are not 
tampered with you should be immune from police 
attention in this direction. The mask may be fitted to the 
near-side or the off-side but not to both. The bulb must 
be removed from the one not being used. A headlamp 
mask must be fitted in the case of a motor-cycle, and 
this must be a dual-purpose type.

During foggy weather it is permissible to use one of 
the headlamps unmasked, provided (1) the lamp is 
operated by a separate switch; (2) the beam is directed 
downwards towards the near-side; (3) it is used only 
when fog conditions really demand it; and (4) it is 
immediately extinguished when an air-raid warning is 
given. Should a police officer not consider the fog dense 
enough to warrant the use of the unmasked lamp he has 
authority to order the light to be extinguished.

The bulb used in the side and rear lamps must not exceed 
7 watts in power and the reflector must be painted black 
or rendered non-effective. Light may be emitted only 
through a single aperture facing to the front or rear as 
the case may be, of not more than 1 in. diameter. Side 
panels must be completely blacked-out. Also, the aperture 
through which the light is emitted must be partially 
obscured by placing behind the glass, paper or some such 
other uncoloured material having a density equal to that 
of two sheets of newspaper, or by applying a thin coat of 
paint to the interior of the glass in such a manner that 
approximately the same effect is produced.

The paper, paint or whatever material is used must 
cover the whole of the portion of the front glass through 
which light can pass and must not be treated in any way 
to increase its transparency. Also, rear lamps must not 
be fitted at a greater height than 3 ft. 6 in., except in the 
case of certain public service vehicles.

Spotlights may be used provided they are so masked 
that the aperture through which light is emitted is of an 
area not exceeding 1 sq. in.; the aperture must also be 
treated in the same way as the side lamps. Reversing 
lamps are not allowed.

Interior illumination which can be seen from the 
exterior of the car is prohibited. Direction indicators 
may still be used provided they too are blacked-out and 
here the law requires that the light shall be restricted to 
a small arrow-shaped window. The exact depth of this 
arrow must not be more than 1/8 in.

Anti Fifth-column Measures. When putting the vehicle 
away for the night the law demands that some action is 
taken to put it out of commission in order that it is not 
used by any unauthorised persons. In addition to the 
ignition key being removed and the doors locked, it is 
necessary to remove part of the mechanism.

Camouflage. This is not compulsory, but should you 
wish your vehicle to be camouflaged make sure you do 
not use any of the ‘Services’ colour schemes. 

Speed Limit. This is now fixed at 20 m.p.h. in built 
up areas during the hours of black-out governed by 
lighting-up times.

Parking.  It is compulsory to park your car or motor-
cycle at the near-side of the road during black-out, 
and the lights must be left on. It is an offence to leave 
headlamps switched on when the vehicle is stationary.
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